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Caring for the Church of God 
 

“The Deacons: Ministers of Mercy” 

Selected Scriptures 

 

 

 

This morning we have the fifth message in our series Caring for the Church of God and 

we are going to see what the Bible has to say about the New Testament office of deacon.  

We’re going to talk about deacons and deaconesses, and the way that they serve the Lord 

in the local church.  When we read through the pages of Scripture, particularly the New 

Testament, we read what it has to say about the way leadership and service is structured.  

What we find is that there are two offices of responsibility that are established by the 

Lord in each local church.   

 

First, there is the office of elder and, as we have spoken about these past couple of weeks, 

elders are men called of the Lord to lead the church; to oversee the ministry of the 

church; and to shepherd the flock.   

 

Then as we look into the pages of Scripture we also see that there is the office of deacon.  

We understand that deacons are to come and support the elders by serving in a multitude 

of practical ways; to help ease the load of responsibility of all kinds of things that need to 

be done in the life of the local church.  In particular, deacons help carry the load of 

member care; caring for people that are in need; caring for people that are sick; coming 

alongside folks that are going through different kinds of difficulties.  That seems to be the 

special area of attention that deacons and deaconesses are to give.   

 

As we look through the pages of Scripture we find a certain Greek word that comes out in 

the English as “servant.”  The English word for deacon comes from a Greek word that 

sounds just like it, “diakonos.”  That word diakonos in the Greek literally means one who 

serves; one who is a servant.  It was often used in the New Testament times for people 

who served tables.  It literally means one who serves, and we find this word diakonos 

used all throughout the New Testament in that general sense speaking to how Christians 

are to live.  Christians, in general, are to be servants.  They are to serve the Lord.  They 

are to serve the people of the Lord.  They are to serve the Lord by spreading the Gospel 

of Jesus.  We are servants; that’s what we are called to be.   

 

But as we look into the pages of Scripture we see that that word diakonos comes to take 

on sort of a specialized meaning.  It also becomes an official title for a position of 

responsibility in the church.  There is the office of the diakonate.  We see this when we 

get into two places in the New Testament, Philippians, Chapter 2, Verse 1 and in I 

Timothy, Chapter 3, we see this word in the specialized sense for an officer in the church.   

 

In Philippians Paul was addressing the church by saying that his letter was going out to 

all of them who were the saints in Philippi along with the overseers and the deacons.  We 

come to understand that there are those two offices in the church that had developed by 
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the time Paul addressed the Philippians.  Also, a little bit later when Paul wrote to 

Timothy in I Timothy he was talking about all of the different qualifications of the people 

who would serve in these church offices.  He spoke of the qualifications that were to be 

seen in the life of the overseer.  He also spoke of the qualifications that were to be in the 

life of the deacon. 

 

Hence, we see that this word which means serving took on a specialized sense for a 

particular office of responsibility in the local church, the diakonate.  I would understand 

that there are deacon and deaconesses.  We will see why we practice it this way here at 

Bethel Grace as we go through this morning’s message.  We are going to take a look at a 

few pictures that give us glimpses into how deacons are to serve in the church.   

 

As we look through the pages of Scripture we see that this office definitely does take 

shape, but we don’t find a lot of precise detail about exactly what the duties are.  With the 

overseers, it is clear.  Elders oversee the ministry of the church; shepherd the flock of the 

church; they are concerned about the spiritual health and vibrancy of the church as a 

whole and its various parts.   

 

But we don’t have it spelled out with as much details with the deacons.  They can serve 

in a whole multitude of practical ways because there are so many different aspects of 

ministry that need to be cared for in the church.  As we zero in and get a look at the 

different portraits that are painted for us, it seems that deacons were the ones who cared 

for people who were in some kind of need; experiencing some kind of suffering from 

illness or financial need.  These are the types of things deacons aided in.   

 

Alexander Strauch wrote a book about deacons.  He said the deacon is the New 

Testament minister of mercy.  I think that is a really good way to capture the sense of 

what we read in the Scripture.  I think we are going to get a sense of that as we look into 

the three portraits that are ahead of us this morning.  I want to take a look at three 

examples of those who may have been first century deacons.  They are not spelled out 

explicitly in black and white but they fit the profile.  It seems that these people were 

examples of first century deacons.   

 

This morning we are going to be encouraged by the Jerusalem Seven, Phoebe the Radiant 

One, and Onesiphorus the Refresher 

 

1. The Jerusalem Seven 

 

As we get into the understanding of the office of deacon we will go back into the early 

days of the New Testament Church in Acts, Chapter 6.  Please join me there.  Acts, 

Chapter 6.  The Spirit had been poured out and the Gospel had been going out.  People 

were coming to faith in large numbers in Jerusalem, and with all of the people being 

saved under the preaching and the teaching of the Word, there also came to be some 

practical issues that needed to be cared for in people’s lives.   
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We see that needs kept growing and growing and growing as the number of people 

coming to faith kept growing and growing and growing.  A particular need was addressed 

and dealt with in Acts, Chapter 6, Verse 1: 

 
1
 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows 

were being neglected in the daily distribution. 

 

There were Greek speaking Jewish converts to the Christian faith and Hebrew Jews who 

came to know Jesus the Messiah, and the Greek speaking Jews began to murmur, 

complain, and grumble against the Hebrew speaking Jews because their widows were not 

getting the same amount of provisions that the Hebrew ladies were.  So the grumbling 

started rising up.  They had needs, but it didn’t seem that there was as an equal 

distribution of resources.  So the grumbling arose because there were people who needed 

food, and the church was seeking to meet that need. 

 

The equal distribution of food can be a contentious issue.  On Sunday evenings the 

Saltzmann family is known to go from Bethel Grace over to that fine little pizzeria, Little 

Caesar’s.  We get one of the $5.00 pizzas and take it home.  One of the first controversies 

that we sometimes face is who is going to get to oversee the transportation of the pizza 

from the pizzeria back to the Saltzmann’s home.  Who is going to get to hold it in their 

lap to make sure everything remains safe?   

 

Once we get home, there is another controversy that potentially arises – the equal 

distribution of pizza.  The little ones always observe the biggest piece of pizza, and who 

has the right to that big piece.  If one person gets the big piece of pizza, does somebody 

else get an extra slice of pizza?  It can get fairly intense.  There is a certain wild card that 

we can play anytime so it doesn’t get so intense; daddy gets the biggest piece of pizza. 

 

When we look back into the first century setting of the church, there were some new 

Jewish believers in Jerusalem who had serious, serious need.  Once these Jewish people 

recognized Jesus as their Messiah, they were basically cast off.  They were ostracized 

from the main stream of their society.  They were cast off from their families.  They were 

cast off from the different systems of welfare that would have been in place in that first 

century world. 

 

So there were some people who were definitely in need.  I wonder how it would affect 

the decision to follow the Lord Jesus Christ for those who are approaching or in their 

retirement days if following Jesus Christ meant being cut off from all social security or 

pension resources.  That’s what these people were facing, but the Spirit of God filled 

their hearts with faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  They came to believe and they couldn’t 

deny the One who had purchased them by His blood.  But it led to some difficulty that in 

their lives. 

 

They needed to be fed; they needed to be cared for.  So there was a massive operation 

that was being administered there in the first century church.  It took a lot of time and 
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energy.  Somehow, for one reason or another, the Greek speaking Jews were not getting 

as much and grumbling began to take place – gongusmos, that classic Greek word for 

murmur or complaint.   

 

The people in the early Jerusalem church began to resemble the people in the Lord back 

in the wilderness wonderings; they began to murmur and complain about food.  This can 

also be seen as a satanic attempt to thwart the unity and the mission of the church.  Satan 

was active in the Book of Acts, sometimes coming outwardly through persecution; other 

times seeking to get the people within the church fighting and bickering with one another 

to make it so that their credibility in the unsaved world was blown; making it so that their 

desire to keep reaching out was diminished because they were spending all of their 

energy on internal issues of infighting.   

 

Satan was at work and the people were beginning to murmur and complain against each 

other.  So the Apostles, the men who were in the leadership of the church, needed to step 

up and take action.  They needed to create a plan.  So we read what they did when we get 

into verse 2: 

 
2 

And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is 

not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 
3 

Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full 

of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 
4 
But we will 

devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.  
5 

And what they 

said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 

and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 

and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
6 

These they set before 

the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.” 

 

So the Apostles come forth in the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  The delimina that was 

facing that first century church was that there was too much work to do; too many 

different kinds of work; there was multiple essential works that needed to be focused on 

and done well in the church.  There needed to be effective teaching and preaching 

through preparation and study.  There needed to be prayerful oversight.  These things 

needed to be done and could not be neglected.   

 

At the same time, there needed to be care provided.  There were people who were in 

difficulty.  Those types of things can be demanding and require a lot time and energy and 

focus to get things worked out.  You can’t set aside the Word of God or time devoted to 

teaching and preaching because the Word of God is the very life source of the church as 

the Spirit uses it to bless people.  It is the fountain of truth.  But people needed to be 

cared for especially as it says in Galatians 6.  We have to be full of good deeds – first and 

foremost among the family of believers and also in the community. 

 

Those good deeds need to be taking place too, and so that was the delimina and the Spirit 

filled solution to that delimina through the wisdom that was given to the Apostles was to 

set up two offices of responsibility.  The Apostles would continue on focusing, praying 
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for oversight, praying for direction, praying for the mission, preaching the Word, 

teaching the saints and doing everything that was involved with that.  That was one office 

and the second office was the seven men who would go about administrating practical 

needs and concerns throughout the church, namely issues that were helping people in 

difficult circumstances.   

 

Just about every New Testament writer that we read says that we have here the prototype 

of what would later become elders and deacons in the church.  The elders were there for 

prayerful oversight of the church for shepherding and the deacons were there to care for 

people in need.  It is a ministry of mercy and support to come and help people out 

through the different hardships they face.  It is not that the elders are not also involved in 

mercy ministry; in caring for people in difficulty.  They very well need to be involved 

with that but not to the point that their so involved that they are not preparing and 

teaching effectively because they are so much involved in the mercy ministry. 

 

Likewise, we can have deacons who are teachers.  What about the man Stephen?  Was he 

a teacher?  Did he have the ability to preach?  Oh, yes!  We read in the next passage of 

Scripture and we can see that Stephen could really preach.  He preached to the Sanhedrin 

and he let them have it.  So there are deacons who have the ability to teach, but they’re 

going to make sure that the member care is ministered to adequately and properly.  See 

how that works out?  That was the wisdom that was given to the Apostles and that is the 

design for those offices in the local church today. 

 

With the elders and the deacons back in the first century setting it said that this pleased 

them all.  The Apostles were happy; the Jewish believers were happy; the Hellenistic 

believers were happy; the widows were happy – they were all getting the food and 

resources that they needed.  The only one who was not happy was Satan who was trying 

to undermine the entire work of the New Testament Church.  Even though this is not in 

the text, perhaps Satan was doing some gongusoaming of his own once the issues had 

been worked out, because it says in verse 7: 

 
7 

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 

multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became 

obedient to the faith. 

 

So we have that picture of the Jerusalem Seven.  How they started caring for practical 

needs of member care to alleviate those who would be involved in that oversight, prayer 

and teaching ministry throughout the church.  So there is a picture for you of elders, 

deacons for us in Acts, Chapter 6. 

 

2.  Phoebe the Radiant One 

 

Let us look at another picture of the diakonate back in New Testament times.  We are 

going to read about Phoebe the Radiant One in the book of Romans, Chapter 16.  I call 

her Phoebe the Radiant One.  She was a woman that is easily overlooked in our study of 

the New Testament.  She only appears this one time, but she was definitely one of the 
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lesser lights of the New Testament.  I call her a lesser because she is only mentioned once 

as opposed to those who are mentioned over and over again.  But she was a light and a 

bright, bright example in the faith for us.   

 

Paul let them know in Romans 16 that a very special lady was going to be coming to 

spend some time with them.  We get to hear a little bit about her service and what she did 

as Paul described her to them.  Romans 16, verses 1 and 2: 

 
1
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, 

2 

that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help 

her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many 

and of myself as well. 

 

Here we have Phoebe.  It says in verse 1 that she was a servant of the church at 

Cenchreae.  That word servant is the word that we are interested in.  She is a diakonos of 

the church of Cenchreae.  If you have a bible that has footnotes in it, you might find the 

little number one, trace number one down to the bottom of the page that says the word 

servant could also be translated as deacon.  She was a person who was an office holder in 

this role of deaconesses in that Greek church that was a couple of miles away from 

Corinth. 

 

This is the word that we are interested in.  Phoebe was a servant and a lot of the New 

Testament scholars recognize a formality about that verse.  There is a tone of formality 

that would indicate to us that she was a deaconesses; an office holder.  She was formally 

there on behalf of the church of Cenchreae that she represented.  You will find a few 

people saying different things about this in the different study bibles.  The Ryrie Study 

Bible indicates that she was not in the office of deaconesses; she was just someone who 

was a general servant.  The MacArthur Study Bible, which I would agree with, indicates 

that she was an office holder; she was a deaconesses.   

 

Obviously we here at Bethel Grace would agree that she was a deaconess because we 

have deaconesses too.  As we look at what’s written about this woman who was a 

deaconess at Cenchreae, understand that according to the Bible it is not the will of Jesus 

that women serve in the office of elder.  It is very clear in the Bible that women are not 

called to serve in the office of elder in the church.  Paul spoke something timeless in I 

Timothy, Chapter 2.  It is rooted in something that is above culture.  He said, “I do not 

permit a woman to teach or have authority over a man.”  This is very clear.  Then Paul 

roots that comment into the creative order of Adam and Eve.  Adam was there to lead that 

cultural charge in the dawn of creation, and then Eve was created to come and support 

Adam in it. 

 

So the Scriptures are clear that when it comes to an office of authority and teaching in the 

church that is not something that the Lord calls women to.  It is His design.  It is not an 

issue of capability, intelligence or aptitude.  It’s just the order of God’s design.  Men are 

called to serve; they are to be heads in the home, and they are to be the leaders in the 

church.  We need the skillful ladies to come to our support in different ways. 
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The office of deacon is not an office of oversight like the office of elder is.  It is not an 

office where they are overseeing and guarding the doctrine of the church like elders do.  

It is an office of service in practical ways throughout the church to help alleviate people’s 

needs. 

 

Without a doubt women are free to serve in the office of deacon in the church.  I would 

understand Phoebe to be an example of the first deaconesses in the church.  It says at the 

end of verse 2 that she was “a patron of many and of myself as well.”  Some of the other 

translation, the New American Standard, the KJV, and NIV say she was a person who 

had helped many, many people.  So in some translations it comes out that she was a 

helper of many and the in the other ones she was a patron of many.  There is a very 

specialized Greek word that’s used here that would indicate that she used her resources to 

support lots and lots of people.   

 

The picture that we have of Phoebe is that she was a Greek woman of high society who 

had become filled the Spirit of God.  She came to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and she 

had a heart to serve and bless people and to benefit as many people as she could.  She 

was in a position where she was able to help with her own resources; her own property; 

her own finances; her own stock pile of food.  That’s what it means that she was a patron 

of many.  

 

She was serving people with her own resources, and she was serving lots of people.  

That’s the picture of Phoebe.  One more thing that I like about her, her name means 

bright and radiant.  Once again I was studying different study bibles and I like what was 

stated in the MacArthur Study Bible.  It said her name meant bright and radiant which 

aptly fits Paul’s description of her personality and character.  She was a woman who had 

things to give, and she wanted to give and help.  She wanted to bless; she wanted to 

benefit people; she wanted to help people who were in difficulty.  That’s a picture of 

what deacons and deaconesses do. 

 

I was looking at what was here and comparing that to what’s in the book of Romans, 

Chapter 12.  Just listen to what it says.  It connects to the language of her having this 

name that means bright and radiant and that was an apt depiction of what her character 

was.  Romans 12:6: 

 
6 

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 

prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 
7 

if service, in our serving; the one who 

teaches, in his teaching; 
8 

the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 

mercy, with cheerfulness.” 

 

That’s a picture of this diakanol service; helping people in hard times.  When we are 

involved in this kind of service and we are involved in acts of mercy we do it with 

cheerfulness it says.  That verse has been so informative for me on the occasions where I 

have gone into situations where people are sick or suffering or in a difficult situation.   
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I can remember many times going into hospital situations or rest homes situations where 

the environment was difficult.  I pray before I go into these situations and ask God to help 

me to do it with cheerfulness.  People don’t need me going in with a long face and being 

somber.  On the other hand, I don’t go in with over exuberant merriment.  I do it with a 

spirit of cheer.  When I go into a situation like that I ask the Lord to help me in my 

countenance in such a way that I can provide some light and some joy and some of the 

love of Jesus in the situation.  I ask the Lord to help me to be a lighthouse of the Holy 

Spirit for the sake of this person. 

 

I don’t want to go in and be a gray thunder cloud that just pours more rain.  I want to go 

in with some perspective; some joy in the Lord that brings in the reminders that life and 

Christ is everlasting; that Jesus has risen from the dead; that the Kingdom of Jesus is 

going to be established in a mighty and visible way and we are going to be a part of that.  

We are going to have pleasures in His awesome presence forever once life in this cursed 

world goes is over.  We have so many things to look forward to; so many good things to 

look forward to.  I just want to have that perspective carrying me along when I do acts of 

mercy. 

 

So Phoebe’s name meant light and what an apt description of what these types of acts of 

mercy are to be like.  So deacons and deaconesses, look at Phoebe’s example.  But even 

if we are not serving in that official position of responsibility, we are all called to serve; 

we are all called to help; we are all called to enter in where there is difficulty.  Let’s use 

her example and serve with the appropriate spirit of joy.  

 

3. Onesiphorus the Refresher 

 

We have one more portrait that we want to look at this morning.  Now it’s time for 

Onesiphorus the Refresher who is found in II Timothy, Chapter 1.  I like Onesiphorus.  I 

got to preach a message on Onesiphorus and do a study on him way back when I was in 

seminary.  I thought that Onesiphorus was one of the coolest guys in the New Testament.  

This man rocks!  

 

When it was time for us to have kids I was thinking that would be a good name, but I 

didn’t even try to fight that battle because I figured it would be a losing cause from the 

beginning.  But someday we are going to get a dog; Onesifforus. 

 

Onesiphorus the Refresher.  The book of II Timothy takes us to the end of Paul’s life here 

on earth.  It was during the days of that crazy, psychotic Roman Emperor Nero.  Paul was 

arrested with the charge of propagating a forbidden cult.  Paul was taken to Rome, and he 

was placed in the famed Mamertine Dungeon of the city of Rome.  When we read II 

Timothy we have to distinguish it and recognize that this imprisonment is distinct and 

very different from the house arrests that he had experienced earlier in his life and in his 

ministry. 
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We look at the end of the book of Acts and we find Paul in house arrest.  It almost 

seemed as though he was enjoying the atmosphere.  He was there doing some writing; he 

wrote Philippians and Colossians; he was having visitors; he was chained to a guard who 

he witnessed to.  He was on house arrest.  Surely it was difficult; surely he wanted to be 

evangelizing, but it was house arrest. 

 

At the end of Paul’s life in II Timothy when he was on trial before Nero he was in a 

dungeon.  He was in the Mamertine Dungeon of Rome; he was in dark, dismal, lonely, 

horrible conditions underground.  Evidently, it was kind of cold down there because at 

the end of II Timothy, Paul asked Timothy to bring his cloak to him.  He was all alone.  

We read here how, even people that were brothers and sisters in the faith, didn’t go and 

stand with Paul.  It talks about it in II Timothy, Chapter 1 and Chapter 4. 

 

But there was somebody who came.  There was somebody who sought him out.  There 

was somebody who came in and brought the love of Jesus to him.  Who was that?  One of 

the great guys of the New Testament; Verse 15: 

 
15 

You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among 

whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 
16 

May the Lord grant mercy to the 

household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of 

my chains, 
17 

but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly and 

found me— 
18 

may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that 

Day!—and you well know all the service he rendered at Ephesus. 

 

The picture that is painted for us here is of Paul down in the dungeon alone.  Paul 

expected brothers Phygelus and Hermogenes to come to his aid, but they didn’t.  So Paul 

was alone; he was by himself.  As we read the tone of II Timothy, Paul’s main concern is 

the perpetuation and the purity of the Gospel after his death.  He knew he was being 

poured out as a drink offering and that his time was at hand.  He was fine with that and 

knew he was going to get his crown and to be with Jesus.  His concern was not his own 

neck.  His concern was the perpetuation of the Gospel. 

 

So Paul was charging Timothy up telling him to be ready to experience some difficulty as 

a preacher of the gospel.  Pass it onto reliable men who will also pass it on; who will be 

willing to suffer for the sake of the Gospel.  So Paul is charging Timothy up.  He was 

there alone wondering what was going to happen because nobody was coming to visit 

him.  But then finally somebody came and searched and weaved through that vast 

labyrinth of prison cells in that underground Mamertine Dungeon. 

 

Onesiphorus went; Onesiphorus looked; Onesiphorus found and Onesiphorus refreshed.  

Paul was alone and then suddenly, “Hey, brother Paul.”  And Paul looked around and 

there was Onesiphorus with a big smile on his face; the likes of which deacon John 

Brown always used to have on his face.  I always think of Deacon John Brown when I’m 

thinking about deacons.   
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Paul looked around and saw Onesiphorus and as he thought back on it he exploded with a 

word of praise and prayer for Onesiphorus on that day of the believer’s judgment, “May 

he find mercy” on the day that he stands before the Lord.  Paul stops mid sentence to just 

say that because Onesiphorus came and refreshed him; refreshed him.  Here we have a 

picture of the diakonol office.  Deacons and deaconesses; Christians, but particularly an 

office that takes responsibility for acts of mercy; going into the hospitals; going into the 

rest home; going into the place of depression; going into the place of difficulty; standing 

there with God’s people so that they know that, while the Lord is with them, there is also 

somebody else who is going to be with them as well.  That is what Onesiphorus did. 

 

Did you notice what Paul said at the end of verse 18?  For this reason I think that 

Onesiphorus was a deacon in Ephesus.  Look at with it says in verse 18:   

 
18 

may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that Day!—and 

you well know all the service he rendered at Ephesus. 

 

We know the multitude of the things that he did.  We know the things that he was doing 

in Ephesus.  What’s that word “service?”  Diakonos.  Timothy was there in Ephesus 

when Paul wrote I Timothy; here are the things for the overseers; here is how you weigh 

up the men who are the deacons.  Perhaps Timothy was weighing up Onesiphorus at that 

time at the same place.   

 

So we have Onesiphorus giving all of us as Christians this example of going to the 

support of people when going to them might mean going into places that are difficult 

places to be.  Did you see the effect that Paul had on him?  I love this.  Look at what it 

says in verse 16.  If you want to be a refresher, one who refreshes other people, look at 

how it says that in verse 16: 

 
16 

May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often 

refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, 

 

We don’t know why Onesiphorus was in Rome.  Maybe he had some business.  Maybe 

he went to be with Paul, but he went and he kept going back.  Every time he went back he 

had a refreshing effect.  The Greek word is anapsuchō.  That literally means to refresh 

someone by giving them breathing space.  It meant to revive them with fresh air.  So the 

picture behind this word is this:  Imagine yourself sitting in a little box of a humidified 

room.  It’s been hot around here so you are in your home that’s without air conditioning.  

You are in a room where it is 98 degrees and sweat is pouring down your face.  Your 

shirt is sticking to you, and you’re miserable.  Then somebody opens up a window and 

this fresh gust of cool, cool air comes in and just blows over you.  It feels so good! 

 

That’s the imagery of this word right here.  So Paul was saying that every time that 

Onesiphorus came to him, he was being refreshed.  This is the joy that those who serve in 

this way experience before the Lord, knowing that they can represent the Lord in this way 

too.  May it be the case throughout the Body of Christ.  May it be the case through those 

who serve as deacon and deaconesses.   
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These are the pictures I have for you today.  To a certain extent, all Christians are to be 

involved in this, but God’s design in the local church is to make sure that there are some 

that are coordinating the effort; being involved in the effort and making sure that things 

get done. I praise God for those who are serving as deacons and deaconesses in our midst, 

serving the Lord in this way. 

 

How are you serving?  How is Jesus using you?  All Christians are to serve.  All 

Christians are to work.  All Christians are to be serving in the efforts of the Kingdom of 

the Lord.  How are you doing?  Are you working?  Are you breaking a sweat in the 

service of the Lord or are you taking it easy?  What’s gripping your heart?   

 

If Jesus is going to be magnified here in our midst; if this church is going to be healthy 

and strong, if the lost are going to be reached, we need to be people Jesus is filling their 

lives with and are actively going about in the service of the Lord.  How are you doing?  

Take this question before the Lord.  Ask that He will make it clear to you how you are to 

serve.   

 

May the Lord bless you.  May He use you to refresh many, many people. 

 

We are going to close in a word of prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


